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SUB J : MR3 COMMANDER ON CURRENT SITUATION 

REF: BIEN HOA 295 

1. AFTER I REVIEWED PRESIDENT FORD'S ADDRESS WITH GEN TO AN, 

HE DISCUSSED BRIEFLY THE CURRENT SITUATION. HE WAS FRANK TO SAY 
THAT THE SITUATION IS SERIOUS BUT FELT CONFIDENT THAT HE COULD 
DEAL WITH THE IMMEDIATE THREAT IN LONG KHANH. HE CONFIRMED 
THAT HE IS TAKING 2 ARMORED TASK FORCES AWAY FROM TAY NINH/HAU 
NGHIA TO BRING THE ENTIRE 3RD ARMORED BRIGADE TOGETHER TO TRY 
TO BREAK THE ROADBLOCK ON ROUTE 1 WEST OF XUAN LOC (REFTEL), 

BUT HAD A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT VERSION OF THE COMBAT ASSAULT BY 
THE AIRBORNE FROM THE SOUTH. HE SAID THAT SOME OR ALL OF THE 
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IN ANY EVENT HAVE REINFORCEMENTS, AND THAT FROM XU AN LOC THEY 
WOULD BE ATTACKING "IN SOME DIRECTION" (YET TO BE DETERMINED 
DEPENDING ON THE SITUATION). I ASKED IF HE HAS ANY EVIDENCE THAT 
THE NVA IS BRINGING NEW FORCES IN FROM NORTHERN LONG KHANH. HE 
SAID YES, BUT ONLY FROM ROUTE 20 DUE SOUTH OVERLAND TO XUAN LOC- 
THERE IS NOT YET ANY EVIDENCE THAT NEW NVA TROOPS ARE MOVING ON 
ROUTE 20. TOAN SAID HE IS PUTTING MANY AIR STRIKES ON THE TROOPS 
MOVING ON XUAN LOC FROM THE NORTH. TOAN SAID FURTHER THAT (A) 

HE SEES NO LIKELIHOOD OF THE COMMUNIST FORCES BREAKING THROUGH 
HIS DEFENSES ON ROUTE 1 EAST OF BIEN HOA TO GET AT LONG BINH 
BASE AND THE BIEN HOA AREA, AND (B ) THE NVA ARE NOT YET WITHIN 
ARTILLERY RANGE OF LONG BINH BASE - "THEY DON'T HAVE ENOUGH 
ARTILLERY FOR THAT, THEY CAN T BE EVERYWHERE AT ONCE." 

2. 1 ASKED IF HE IS WORRIED ABOUT NVA ATTEMPTS TO CUT ROUTE 1 
TO TAY NINH AFTER HE MOVES ALL OF HIS ARMOR TO LONG KHANH TO- 
DAY. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THIS IS A PROBLEM BUT SAID "I MUST 
DEAL WITH EACH PROBLEM AS IT ARISES AND BEAT THEM ALL ONE BY ONE." 
LATER HE SAID THAT IF HE COULD HURT THE NVA BADLY ENOUGH AT 
XUAN LOC HE WOULD BE ABLE TO MOVE SOME OF THE ARMOR BACK TO THE 
WEST. 

3. DURING THE CONVERSATION TOAN INDICATED THAT ONE OF THE MOST 
OMINOUS PROSPECTS FOR THE COMING PERIOD IS THE PROBABLE DEPLOY- 
MENT OF NORTH VIETNAMESE AIR IN THE SOUTH. HE SAID HE IS VERY 
CONCERNED THAT THE NORTH MAY SHORTLY BEGIN TO USE DANANG AND 
PLEIKU AIRFIELDS TO HIT TARGETS IN THE SOUTH. 

PETERS UNQTE MARTIN 
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